

Adopted 9/27/16


Introduced by Council Members Newby and R. Brown and Co-Sponsored by Council Members Carter and R. Gaffney:
RESOLUTION 2016-618-A
A RESOLUTION HONORING AND COMMEMORATING THE LIFE AND MOURNING THE PASSING OF LAWRENCE VINCENT JONES; PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.


WHEREAS, Lawrence Vincent Jones affectionately known as “LV” was born in Thomasville, Georgia, to the late Leola Jones and Mitchell Johnson. Lawrence Jones relocated to Jacksonville at a young age to live with his maternal aunt, Coreen Jones Ellis, after the death of his mother. He attended local public schools and graduated from Matthew W. Gilbert High School in 1953. He served our nation through the United States Army for two years in El Paso, Texas and was honorably discharged. Afterwards, Mr. Jones attended Florida Normal and Industrial College, now named Florida Memorial College, in St. Augustine, Florida, and earned a Bachelor of Science Degree in Physical Education. In later years, he earned a Master of Arts Degree in Business Administration from the College of William & Mary in Williamsburg, Virginia; and


WHEREAS, “LV” Jones married his high school sweetheart, Hanna Mae McRae on February 22, 1958, and they lived in St. Augustine until both were hired with the Duval County Public School System in 1961. While in St. Augustine, his teaching career began with Excelsior Junior High until he accepted a position with the Florida School of the Deaf and Blind. Besides teaching speech, lip reading and sign language, Mr. Jones was the head basketball coach, swimming coach, and the football team’s defensive coordinator. In his transition to the Duval County School System, Lawrence “LV” Jones was assigned to Forrest Park Elementary School as a general education and physical education teacher. A lover of athletics, it was no surprise that Mr. Jones would extend himself to coaching football, basketball and swimming after school at Stanton Vocation. His passion, leadership abilities and dedication provided him the opportunity to advance with the acceptance of the Executive Director’s position at the James Weldon Johnson Branch YMCA in 1973; and

WHEREAS, Lawrence “LV” Jones was a leader and visionary, under his tenure at Johnson Branch YMCA, the Northside community flourished and grew which fostered numerous relationships and partnerships. Programs such as youth tackle football, baseball, basketball, tennis, and competitive swimming were established along with implementation of community classes for weight watchers, exercise and fitness, ballet, tap and jazz dance. Mr. Jones was very resourceful. He recognized talents, skills and abilities in many of the neighborhood youth; thus, he began to hire the qualified and trained youth to assist with the organized sports and recreational activities. These efforts became the “outreach” of the Johnson Branch YMCA and quickly sealed the deal that Lawrence “LV” Jones was more than a coach, teacher, or executive director. He was a father, uncle, and big brother. He was family to every boy and girl that entered Johnson Branch YMCA. Mr. Jones maintained his YMCA executive status throughout his 27 years of service; and

WHEREAS, Mr. Jones was a Life Member of Kappa Alpha Psi Fraternity, Inc., that maintained his financial status. In his 50 years of membership, he served in many capacities including former Polemarch and Kappa League Advisor. His other community involvements include being an inaugural  member of the Jacksonville Chapter of 100 Black Men Inc., a former President of FlaJax Club Inc., Worshipful Master of Prince Hall Masonic Chapter, 33rd Degree, Matthew W. Gilbert Alumni, former President of Florida Memorial Alumni Association, former head trustee of Tabernacle Baptist Church, head of Trustee Ministry of the Bethel Baptist Institutional Church, and former board member of the Water and Sewer, Expansion Authority for the City of Jacksonville; and

WHEREAS, Mr. Lawrence “LV” Jones was a God-fearing man and believed that a family that prays together stays together; therefore, after years of worshipping separately, he took his family to Bethel Baptist Institutional Church and joined in May of 1977 under the leadership of Rev. Rudolph W. McKissick, Sr. Since that time, Mr. Jones has been a faithful servant worker as a member of the Men’s Choir and the Trustee Board, and eventually served as Chairman of the Trustee Board. Lawrence “LV” Jones loved God, his family, his service in the community, and his church; now therefore
BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the City of Jacksonville:


Section 1.

The City of Jacksonville hereby commemorates the life and mourns the passing of Lawrence “LV” Jones and extends to his family, former students, colleagues and many friends its deepest condolences. Mr. Jones was an exemplary man and his absence will be keenly felt by all who knew him. 

Section 2.

Effective Date.  This Resolution shall become effective upon signature by the Mayor or upon becoming effective without the Mayor's signature.

Form Approved:

  /s/ Margaret M. Sidman 
Office of General Counsel

Legislation Prepared By:
Yvonne P. Mitchell, City Council Research
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